
November 21, 2025

The Honorable Pete Hegseth 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301

Dear Secretary Hegseth: 

As military activity in the Caribbean increases, it is essential that any operations affecting Puerto Rico be 
carried out with full transparency. I am deeply concerned by the lack of clear information surrounding the 
Notices to Air Mission (NOTAMs) restricting airspace in Ceiba, Puerto Rico for “Special Security Reasons”, 
from November 1, 2025 – March 31, 2026, reported training activity at Camp Santiago on November 20, and 
the authorization for the disposal of ammunition at the former Vieques bombing range. Any indication of new 
military operations in Vieques—whether on the ground or in FAA-controlled airspace—requires a clear and 
immediate explanation. I respectfully request a prompt and comprehensive briefing from the Department on the 
heightened activity in Puerto Rico and any potential impacts on the ongoing environmental cleanup of Vieques.

As you know, the cleanup of Vieques is one of the most sensitive and long-standing commitments the federal 
government has made to the people of Puerto Rico. After decades of military activity that left significant 
environmental damage and long-lasting health consequences for the community, any indication of new weapons
use or expanded operations immediately calls into question whether these actions could undermine ongoing 
remediation efforts and further erode public trust. The municipality of Vieques has indicated that it has received
no communication from the Department of Defense regarding the increase in activity.

It has also been reported that training exercises were scheduled in and around Camp Santiago in Salinas, Puerto 
Rico, on November 20. Although such military training exercises are not uncommon, the local government has 
conveyed that it has received no information or clarity regarding the equipment involved or the nature of the 
exercises being conducted.

For these reasons, I request that you provide answers to the following questions by December 3, 2025:

1. What specific military activities, including weapons disposal or live-fire exercises, have been authorized
in or around Vieques, Ceiba, and Camp Santiago since January 2025?

2. What assessment, if any, has the Department conducted regarding the impact that new operations may 
have on ongoing remediation efforts in Vieques?

3. What steps has the Department taken to ensure that these operations do not conflict with EPA’s 
remediation plans or disrupt contracted cleanup timelines?

4. How is the Department ensuring that these activities will not exacerbate existing contamination or delay 
cleanup milestones?

5. What protocols does the Department follow to notify local governments and the public when operations 
occur in areas undergoing environmental cleanup?

6. Why were these NOTAMs issued without parallel public explanations? 



The people of Puerto Rico have a right to know, without ambiguity, what operations are being authorized, what 
materials or exercises are involved, and whether these activities threaten to disrupt the federally mandated 
remediation process. After decades of environmental harm and public health consequences, Vieques cannot 
bear additional uncertainty or decisions made without full transparency. Until I receive this briefing and the 
Department provides full responses to my questions, I expect that any activities with potential implications for 
local communities or the Vieques cleanup be communicated to my office and to the local municipality in 
advance. 

Sincerely,

Pablo José Hernández
Member of Congress
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