
June 11, 2025

Todd M. Lyons
Acting Director
U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement 
500 12th St SW
Washington, DC 20536

Mary De Anda-Ybarra, 
Director Enforcement and Removal Operations 
U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement
8915 Montana Avenue
El Paso, TX 79925

Dear Acting Director Lyons and Ms. De Anda-Ybarra,

I write to urgently request official confirmation regarding the current location and custody status of Ms. 
Aracelis Terrero-Mota, who was reportedly detained by the U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) in 
Puerto Rico and subsequently transferred to a facility under U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) 
custody.

According to her attorney, Angel Robles, Esq., Ms. Terrero is a survivor of domestic violence with an approved
self-petition under the Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) and a pending application for adjustment of 
status. She holds valid employment authorization documents, as well as approved advanced parole travel 
document valid through 2029, and has no criminal history or previous removal orders.  Despite presenting these
documents to CBP officers at the time of her detention, last month, Ms. Terrero was reportedly transferred off-
island without a Notice to Appear being filed with the immigration court. Her name does not appear in ICE’s 
online detainee locator system, and subsequently her attorney has received no formal notice of her location.  

This lack of transparency is deeply concerning. Ensuring access to counsel, preserving due process, and 
preventing the wrongful removal of individuals with pending lawful immigration proceedings are not only legal
obligations, but they are fundamental to the integrity of our immigration system.

I request expedited confirmation of Ms. Terrero’s current location and custody status, and assurance that she 
will have full access to legal representation while in ICE custody.

Thank you for your immediate attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

Pablo José Hernández
Member of Congress

Adriano Espaillat
Chair
Congressional Hispanic Caucus

Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez
Member of Congress

Jesús G. "Chuy" García
Member of Congress



Nydia M. Velázquez
Member of Congress

Delia C. Ramirez
Member of Congress

Ritchie Torres
Member of Congress

Linda T. Sánchez
Member of Congress

Darren Soto
Member of Congress

Gilbert Ray Cisneros, Jr.
Member of Congress

Sylvia R. Garcia
Member of Congress

Nanette Diaz Barragán
Member of Congress

Robert Garcia
Member of Congress

Emily Randall
Member of Congress

Luz M. Rivas
Member of Congress

Veronica Escobar
Member of Congress

Raul Ruiz, M.D. 
Member of Congress

Teresa Leger Fernández
Member of Congress
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