
May 16, 2025

The Honorable Hal Rodgers The Honorable Grace Meng
Chair Ranking Member
Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice, Science, Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice,      
and Related Agencies      Science and Related Agencies              
H-310, The Capitol 1036 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chair Rodgers and Ranking Member Meng:

As you work to develop the fiscal year 2026 Commerce, Justice, Science and Related Agencies 
Appropriation bill, we ask that you prioritize hate crime prevention. The current rise in hate 
crimes is deeply concerning. According to the most recent hate crime statistics data from the 
FBI, Black Americans remain the most frequently targeted victims while anti-Hispanic, anti- 
Arab, anti-Jewish, and sexual orientation and gender identity based crimes reached the highest 
level ever in 2023.

To more effectively prevent and track hate crimes, we respectfully request you fund the 
following programs as part of your hate crime prevention response:

 $20 million for the Khalid Jabara and Heather Heyer NO HATE Act Program. The 
Khalid-Jabara and Heather Heyer NO HATE Act Program targets incomplete and 
inaccurate hate crime reporting. $20 million is needed in FY26 to improve reporting of 
and response to hate crimes, and to stand up hate crime prevention initiatives as well as 
state hate crime hotlines. This funding directly enables the Office of Justice Programs to 
scale up its efforts to address several key gaps in State, local, and tribal capacity to report 
and respond to hate crimes.

 $40 million for the Community Relations Service (CRS). CRS serves as “America’s 
Peacemaker” for communities facing conflict based on actual or perceived race, color, 
national origin, gender, gender identity, sexual orientation, religion, or disability. CRS 
works toward its mission by providing facilitated dialogue, mediation, training, and 
consultation to assist these communities to come together, develop solutions to the 
conflict, and enhance their capacity to independently prevent and resolve future conflict. 
Since its creation in the 1964 Civil Rights Act, it and its staff’s independence has been 
crucial to its success as a neutral mediator.

 $30 million for Community Approaches to Advancing Justice Grants. These grants 
support community-based approaches to advancing justice and reconciliation, facilitating 
dialogue between parties, building local capacity, de-escalating community tensions, and 
preventing hate crimes through conflict resolution and community empowerment and 
education. 



 $25 million for the Matthew Shepard and James Byrd, Jr. Hate Crimes Prevention 
Grants Program to provide funding and technical assistance to state, local, and tribal 
jurisdictions to investigate and prosecute hate crimes.

We appreciate your consideration of these budget requests to address the prevalence of hate 
crimes, improve our response to these violent acts, and better support affected communities.

Sincerely,

Donald S. Beyer Jr.
Member of Congress

Judy Chu
Member of Congress

Shontel M. Brown
Member of Congress

Danny K. Davis
Member of Congress

Summer L. Lee
Member of Congress

Stephen F. Lynch
Member of Congress

Mark DeSaulnier
Member of Congress

Suzan K. DelBene
Member of Congress

Jamie Raskin
Member of Congress

Jennifer L. McClellan
Member of Congress



Jahana Hayes
Member of Congress

Ayanna Pressley
Member of Congress

Jerrold Nadler
Member of Congress

Dwight Evans
Member of Congress

Ritchie Torres
Member of Congress

Frederica S. Wilson
Member of Congress

Sheila Cherfilus-McCormick
Member of Congress

Lloyd Doggett
Member of Congress

Jason Crow
Member of Congress

Joaquin Castro
Member of Congress

Sydney Kamlager-Dove
Member of Congress

Morgan McGarvey
Member of Congress



Gerald E. Connolly
Member of Congress

Maxwell Alejandro Frost
Member of Congress

Joe Neguse
Member of Congress

Jan Schakowsky
Member of Congress

Nikema Williams
Member of Congress

MARK TAKANO
Member of Congress

Adam Smith
Member of Congress

Raja Krishnamoorthi
Member of Congress

Richard E. Neal
Member of Congress

Nanette Diaz Barragán
Member of Congress

Laura Friedman
Member of Congress

Jesús G. "Chuy" García
Member of Congress



Eleanor Holmes Norton
Member of Congress

Ilhan Omar
Member of Congress

Kevin Mullin
Member of Congress

Jimmy Gomez
Member of Congress

Shomari Figures
Member of Congress

Henry C. "Hank" Johnson, Jr.
Member of Congress

Bradley Scott Schneider
Member of Congress

Ted W. Lieu
Member of Congress

Kim Schrier, M.D.
Member of Congress

Jared Huffman
Member of Congress

Diana DeGette
Member of Congress

Darren Soto
Member of Congress



Julia Brownley
Member of Congress

Emanuel Cleaver, II
Member of Congress

Sylvia R. Garcia
Member of Congress

Seth Magaziner
Member of Congress

James P. McGovern
Member of Congress

Dan Goldman 
Member of Congress

Robert Garcia
Member of Congress

Chris Pappas
Member of Congress

LaMonica McIver
Member of Congress

Gilbert Ray Cisneros, Jr.
Member of Congress

Josh Gottheimer
Member of Congress

Yvette D. Clarke
Member of Congress



Haley M. Stevens
Member of Congress

Brad Sherman
Member of Congress

Linda T. Sánchez
Member of Congress

Robin L. Kelly
Member of Congress

Nikki Budzinski
Member of Congress

William R. Keating
Member of Congress

Greg Casar
Member of Congress

Yassamin Ansari
Member of Congress

John B. Larson
Member of Congress

Wesley Bell
Member of Congress

Lizzie Fletcher
Member of Congress

Delia C. Ramirez
Member of Congress



Marilyn Strickland
Member of Congress

Jimmy Panetta
Member of Congress

Maxine Dexter
Member of Congress

Sarah McBride
Member of Congress

Jared Moskowitz
Member of Congress

David Scott
Member of Congress

Rashida Tlaib
Member of Congress

Marc A. Veasey
Member of Congress

Sean Casten
Member of Congress

Seth Moulton
Member of Congress

Pramila Jayapal
Member of Congress

Sarah Elfreth
Member of Congress



Robert C. "Bobby" Scott
Member of Congress

Eric Swalwell
Member of Congress

Pablo José Hernández
Member of Congress

Hillary J. Scholten
Member of Congress

Alma S. Adams, Ph.D.
Member of Congress


