Conqress of the United States

Washington, BC 20515

May 16, 2025
The Honorable Mike Simpson The Honorable Chellie Pingree
Chairman Ranking Member
House Committee on Appropriations House Committee on Appropriations
Subcommittee on Interior, Environment, and Related  Subcommittee on Interior, Environment, and Related
Agencies Agencies
2007 Rayburn House Office Building 2007 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515 Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Chairman Simpson and Ranking Member Pingree,

We are writing to thank the Subcommittee for its past support of funding for the National Endowment for the
Humanities (NEH) and respectfully request your support for a funding level of at least $209 million for the
NEH in the Fiscal Year 2026 (FY26) Interior, Environment & Related Agencies Appropriations bill and
$68.395 million allocated to the Federal/State Partnership (F/SP) which directly funds the state humanities
councils by formula.

Humanities councils play a critical role in our nation as strong cultural institutions create healthy communities
and thriving regional economies. As the only federal agency dedicated to funding the humanities, the NEH
delivers competitive grants to institutions that enhance the public’s knowledge of fields such as literature,
language, history, philosophy, governments, and social sciences. This work promotes cultural understanding,
awareness, and connection in 56 jurisdictions across the nation through its F/SP Office, touching every
congressional district. Funds distributed to the councils by NEH are locally controlled and used to create
locally-tailored programs; in turn, they support American institutions like historical societies, museums,
schools, and veteran services.

Humanities councils are exemplary of a strong public/private partnership. They reach every corner of their
states. Federal funding allows them to offer equal access and services to individuals and organizations in small
towns and rural areas. More than 80% of councils collaborate with rural communities to create exhibits and
programs and preserve their unique histories. Thanks to your leadership, Congress secured a level of funding for
NEH in FY23 and FY?24 that has allowed the NEH to reach new underserved and rural communities and
facilitate over 3500 grants awarded by the state humanities councils annually.

Nationally, scholars sponsored by state humanities councils provide teachers with a deeper understanding of
history and culture while helping them develop new teaching methods at over 1200 schools. These programs
enrich the classroom experience for millions of students and create a new generation of civically-engaged
youth. They encourage projects that elevate the role of civics in schools and public programs, promote media
literacy, and use thoughtful research to examine threats to our democracy, including the ramifications of
artificial intelligence in our daily lives. The NEH is also supporting “A More Perfect Union,” a special initiative
to assemble the NEH’s comprehensive catalog of American history for the upcoming 250th anniversary of the
signing of the Declaration of Independence.
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As billions of dollars are rightfully invested in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics, we must
equally prioritize robust federal investment in the humanities. We appreciate your consideration of the
humanities during negotiations, and we look forward to working with you to preserve our treasured cultural

institutions.
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